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REMARKS 

Claims 1-6 are pending in this application. Amendments to claims 1 and 5 are proposed 
herein. No new matter has been added herein. 

Personal interview with the Examiner on September 22, 2003 

A personal interview was conducted between Daniel Geselowitz and Katarzyna Wyrozebski 
Lee on September 22, 2003. The rejections were discussed, and Applicants agreed to amend the 
claims in response to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as discussed below. 

Regarding the specification. 

A marked up copy of the specification incorporating the amendment of April 28, 2003, is 
attached. 

Regarding "Prior Art Disclosure" 

The Examiner has noted that the document "Electrically Driven Prize Winning Device" 
appears irrelevant to the present application. The Examiner is correct in this regard. The 
information disclosure statement of October 9, 2001, lists Japanese patent publication 07-1 16303, 
and apparently a copy of the abstract for Japanese laid open publication 07-116303, the 
"Electrically Driven Prize Winning Device", was submitted by mistake with the Information 
disclosure statement. Applicants apologize for this error and here submit a copy of Japanese patent 
publication 07-1 16303 for consideration. 



-4- 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/867,565 
Amendment dated October 2, 2003 
Reply to OA of July 2, 2003 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. (Office action paragraph no. 2). 

Reconsideration of the rejection is respectfully requested in view of the proposed 
amendments to claims 1 and 5. In the Interview conducted on September 22, 2003, Applicants 
representative and Examiner Wyrozebski Lee agreed that the issue with regard to the claims was 
whether the "binder" comprised the hardener, or whether the hardener was a separate component 
from the binder. An analogous amendment is made to claim 5. The Examiner indicated that the 
presented amendment to claim 1 would overcome the rejection. Applicants submit that these 
amendments clarify the claims, but do not change the intended scope of the claims, in which both 
the thermosetting resin and the hardener are present. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gardziella (U.S. 
Patent NO. 4,918,116). (Office action paragraph no. 4). 

Reconsideration of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

In the rejection, the Examiner cites Example 1 1 of Gardziella. Gardziella discloses in this 

Example that the novolac is heated to approximately 100 °C and is added to a mixture of steel wool, 

brass shavings, coke, graphite, polyaramide fibers, barium sulfate, magnesium oxide and aluminum 

oxide. Gardziella then states: 

"The mixture was mixed intensively in a high-power mixer for approximately 5 minutes and 
0.2 kg of 50% aqueous hexamethylenetetramine at 80 °C. was added. Mixing was continued 
for another 3 minutes while the mixture was being cooled and the cooled substance was used 
for the production of friction linings." 

Applicants submit that this disclosure means that 80 °C is the temperature of the mixture at the time 
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of addition of the hexamethyletetramine. That is, the mixture has already been cooling somewhat 
from the original temperature of 100 °C of the novolac, and has reached 80 °C at the time of 
addition of the hardener, and that the "another 3 minutes" represents continued cooling. 

By contrast, claim 1 recites "wherein the mixing of said raw materials in said mixing step is 
carried out by stirring and mixing the raw materials under heating in a dry system at a temperature 
where said binder is softened" (emphasis added). That is, heating involves raising the temperature 
of the raw materials until the binder is softened. This may be seen, for example, on page 11, lines 
1 to 5 of the substitute specification, which read: "weighed, mixed using Eirich for 5 minutes and 
then kneaded in a kneader under heating at 1 10 °C for 5 minutes in Examples 1 to 5." 

That is, Gardziella differs from the present invention in that, in Gardziella, the hardener is 
only added during cooling, not during heating. 

Applicants also submit that in Gardziella, since the hardener is added and mixed under 
cooling at a temperature lower than 80 °C, the binder does not get softened while the hardener is 
present. Claim 1 requires that the binder is softened with the hardener present in the mixture. 

These arguments also apply to claim 5, which recites: "wherein raw materials for a friction 
material are stirred and mixed under heating in a dry system at a temperature where the binder is 
softened. " 

Applicants therefore submit that claims 1-6 are not anticipated by Gardziella, and 
reconsideration of the rejection is respectfully requested. 
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If, for any reason, it is felt that this application is not now in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contact Applicant's undersigned agent at the telephone number indicated 
below to arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of this case. 

In the event that this paper is not timely filed, Applicant respectfully petitions for an 
appropriate extension of time. Please charge any fees for such an extension of time and any other 
fees which may be due with respect to this paper, to Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 



Respectfully submitted, 



ARMSTRONG, KRAT, 




lUINTOS, HANSON & BROOKS, LLP 



Daniel A. Geselowitz, Phv 
Agent for Applicant * 
Reg. No. 42,573 



DAG/plb 

Atty. Docket No. 010694 
Suite 1000 
1725 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 659-2930 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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MARKE8._U? VERSION 

bstitute Specification 



PROCESS FOR PRODUCING FRICTION MATERIAL AND FRICTION 
MATERIAL OBTAINED BY THE PROCESS 

RECEIVE! 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION OCT 0 7 2003 

Field of the Invention TC 

The present invention relates co a process for 
producing a friction material, and, particularly to a 
process for producing a friction material used in, for 
example, brakes of trucks, cars or the Like and to a friction 
material obtained by this process. 
Description of the Relatec Ar: 

Conventionally, a friction material for brakes of 
vehicles is usually obtained by binding 5 to 20 ingredients 
of raw material by using a thermosetting resin. An example 
of the process will be shown below. 

1 . Raw materials are compounded in the ratios to be speci f ied 
and the compounded raw materials are mixed using a known 
mixer, such as a KenscheL mixer, leodige mixer , Eirich mixer, 
Banbury mixer, kneader or V-type blender, which has a blade 
rotating a; high speed while opening fibrous materials to 
obtain a mixture. 

2. The sufficiently blended mixture is molded under heating 
and pressure. 

3. Thereafter, the molded product is after-cured depending 
on the requirement to obtain a friction material. 

4. Further, depending on the requirement, only the surface 
of the friction material is heat-treated at high 
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temperatures, a groove is formed on the friction material 
or the so-called chamfering is carried cut to obtain a final 
product {refer to a typical process diagram of FIG. 1). 

In the above process, the raw materials of the friction 
material are mixed by a dry mixing method. However, if the 
mixture of the raw materials of the friction material 
obtained in this method is used to form a friction material , 
the adhesion of a thermosetting resin, usually a phenol resin 
which is a binder for the friction material, with other raw 
materials is poor, giving rise to the problem that cracks 
and wrinkles cf the friction material is caused by stress 
produced during molding, specifically, a reaction acair.s: 
pressure during molding, stress due to the gas generated when 
the resin is cured and stress applied to the friction 
material when the product is used with the result that the 
friction material is decreased in strength and sometimes 
fallen away from a back plate. 

For this, a wet mixing method has been developed in 
which a solvent or water is used when raw mater ials are mixed , 
to dissolve and mix a thermosetting resin thereby making the 
thermosetting resin adhere to a fiber or filler (powder) 
contained in the raw materials of the friction material 
(refer to a typical process diagram of FIG. 2) . For example, 
a friction material using a phenol alalkyl resin mainly as 
the binder and obtained by the wet mixing method is disclosed 
in Japanese Patent Application La id-Open ( JP-A) No. 9- 
194602. 



However, since the wet mixing method including the 
example disclosed in the above publication uses a solvent 
or water, it is necessary to remove these liquids by heating 
under reduced pressure after they are mixed. If the raw 
materials are molded (pressed) without removing these 
liquids, a large quantity of the liquid is vaporized during 
molding, giving rise to the problem of the swelling and 
cracks of the product. 

On the other hand, recognizing the problem in the above 
wet mixing method, the conventional dry mixing method is 
improved for the purpose of applying it only to a process 
for the production of a friction plate to improve the 
conventional dry mixing method which has been disclosed in 
the publication of Japanese Paten" Publication (JP-3) No. 
7-115333. In the technologies disclosed in the pub li cat ion , 
fluidity is imparted to a mixture (complete powder) obtained 
when raw materials of a friction material are mixed in a dry 
system to enable uniform charge of the raw materials into 
a metallic mo ldwith a narrow width . To state in more detail, 
using a resol type powdery phenol resin as a thermosetting 
resin binder, the raw materials are granulated and crushed 
while the reactivity of the resin binder is substantially 
kept and the obtained granular raw materials are level 
weighed and then preformed (refer to a typical process 
diagram of FIG . 3). However, this method disclosed as an 
example is eventually more increased in production steps 
than the conventional dry mixing method ar.d therefore is 
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undesirable in view of production cost. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention has been made to solve the 
problems which arise in the aforementioned process for 
producing the current friction material. It is an object 
of the present invention to provide a process for producing 
a friction material superior tc those currently in use by 
improving the mixing step cf a conventional production 
process using the dry mixing method without increasing the 
number of steps and also to provide the friction material 
obtained by the process. 

A process for producing a friction material according 
tc the present invention which is made for the purpose of 
solving the aforementioned problem has a structure 
comprising producing a friction material containing a fiber 
component, a binder component and a filler component from 
raw materials of a friction material through at least a 
mixing step, a molding step and a heat-treating step, wherein 
the mixing of the raw materials in the mixing step is carried 
out by stirring and mixing the raw materials under heating 
in a dry system at a temperature where the binder is softened . 

A friction material obtained by the aforementioned 
process according to the present invention has a structure 
comprising a fiber component, a binder component and a filler 
component wherein the raw materials are stirred and mixed 
under heating in a dry system at a temperature where :he 
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binder is softened. 

In addition to the above structures, the present 
invention may adopt a structure in which, in tne mixing step, 
the raw materials are heated to a temperature not higher than 
the temperature ranging from a temperature where a reaction 
for curing a thermosetting resin which is the binder 
component does not take place to a temperature where the 
reaction takes place only little and not lower than the 
softening temperature of the resin and mixed under pressure 
as required. The present invention may also adopt a 
structure in which a phenol resin having a curing 
react ion- ini tiating temperature of 130T." or more and a 
softening temperature of 80 to 12CTC is used as the 
thermosetting resin . 

Specifically, the inventor of the present invention 
has conducted earnest studies and, as a result, succeedec 
in enabling the thermosetting resin to adhere to a fiber or 
a filler (powder) firmly by heating with stirring and mixing 
at an appropriate temperature and by applying pressure as 
required without using any solvent and water when the raw 
materials of a friction material are mixed to complete the 
present invent ion . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 is a typical process diagram of a process for 
producing a friction material according a dry mixing method . 

FIG. 2 is a typical process diagram of a process for 
producing a friction material according a wet mixing method. 



FIG. 3 is a typical process diagram of a process fcr 
producing a friction material in a method obtained by 
improving the dry mixing method shown in FIG. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a typical process diagram of a process for 
producing a friction material according a dry mixing method 
of the present invention. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 
An embodiment of the present invention will be 
hereinafter explained in detail . FIG. 1 is a typical process 
diagram of a process for producing a friction material 
according a dry mixing method, FIG. 2 is a typical process 
diagram of a process for producing a friction material 
according a wet mixing method, FIG. 3 is a typical process 
diagram cf a process for producing a friction material in 
a method obtained by improving the dry mixing method shown 
in FIG. i and Fig. 4 is a typical process diagram of a process 
for producing a friction material according a dry mixing 
method of the present invention. 

The present invention is a process improved in the 
mixing step shown in the process diagram according to the 
conventional dry mixing method shown in the above FIG. 1. 
To state in short, the process for the production of a 
friction material according to the present invention 
comprises compounding raw materials of a friction material 
in the ratios to be specified and mixing the compounded raw 
materials by using a mixer having a blade rotating at a high 
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speed with fibrous materials being opened in the mixing step. 
The sufficiently blended mixture is molded by heating under 
pressure and thereafter subjected to after-curing depending 
on the requirement to obtain the friction material of the 
present invention containing a fiber component, a binder 
component and a filler component. 

In the present invention, the raw materials (or a 
mixture obtained by mixing the compounded materials by using 
a mixer having a blade rotating at a high speed with fibrous 
materials being opened) are heated no a Temperature r.oc 
higher than the temperature ranging from a temperature where 
a reaction for curing a thermosetting resin which is the 
binder component dees not take place tc a temperature where 
the reaction takes place only little and not lower than the 
softening temperature of the thermosetting resin and mixed 
under pressure as required. As the mixing method, the 
following method may be adopted: the raw materials are 
premixed by the usual dry mixing method and thereafter mixed 
under heating (under pressure) . 

As to specific mixing temperature, though it depends 
on the type of thermosetting resin to be used, generally, 
the upper temperature limit is 13CTC in the case of a phenol 
resin because a hexamine as a hardener starts suddenly to 
cure at a temperature of 13CTC or more. The lower 
temperature limit is the softening temperature of the 
thermosetting resin to be used. For example, in the case 
of a usual straight phenol resin, the mixing temperature is 
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about 8CTC to 12CTC. If the heac-cured product of a phenol 
resin has a softening temperature of 120°C or more, such a 
phenol resin is not included within the scope of the present 
invention. 

Accordingly, a novolac type phenol resin which is 
cured by a hexamine is preferably used as the binder 
component of the friction material of the present invent: ion . 
Each of other types of phenol resin and thermosetting resins 
other than a phenol resin may be used as' far as it can be 
maintained at a temperature net higher than the temperature 
ranging from a temperature where a reaction for curing the 
resin does nor take place to a temperature where the reaction 
takes place only little and it can be softened by heating 
in the mixing step. 

Next, as the fiber component of the friction material 
of the present invention, an aramid fiber, carbon fiber, 
potassium titanate fiber, metallic fiber, rock wool, ceramic 
fiber or the 1 1K6 md v be used. 

Also, as the filler component of the friction material 
of the present invention, bari um sul f ate, calcium hydroxide f 
mica, calcium carbonate, potassium titanate, dust, crushec 
tire powder, vermiculite or the like may be used. 

According to the present invention as aforementioned, 
a phenol resin forming a matrix is stuck fast to other fiber 
component and filler component to thereby improve the 
wettability, producing such an effect that the amount of the 
resin used for molding can be more decreased than in the case 



of using a current method. Incidentally, the amount of the 
resin is desirably small because the resin impairs brake 
performances such as fade. However, if the amount of the 
resin is decreased in the current method, the strength is 
decreased thereby impairing the anti-wear performance and 
the anti-crack performance and therefore such a reduction 
in the amount of the resin is undesirable. 

Also, the friction material obtained in the process 
of the present invention has the effects of decreasing wear 
and preventing cracks of the friction material which cracks 
are generated by pressure and heat applied in a braking 
operation . 

EXAMPLES 

Next, with regard tc each of Examples I to 5 ana 
Comparative Examples 1 and 2, the raw material components 
and compounding ratios shown in Table i were used to mix the 
components to obtain a friction material, which was then 
subjected to a test. The results of the test of each example 
are shown in Table 1. Incidentally, the arrow facing left 
" in Table 1 shows that the value in :he column is the 
same as that in the left column. 
[Table 1] 

A straight novolac phenol resin was used in Examples 
1 to 4 and Comparative Examples 1 and 2 and a homemade NBR 
modified straight novclac phenol resin was used in Example 
5. Also, as tc the mixing method, each raw material was 
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weighed, mixed using Eirich for 5 minutes and then kneaded 
in a kneader under heating at 11CTC for 5 minutes in Examples 
1 to 5. In Comparative Examples 1 and 2, each raw material 
was weighed and mixed in Eirich for 5 minutes. 

In Table 1, the cracks were evaluated by the heat 
deterioration cracking test using a dynamo tester. In the 
test, the presence cf cracks was evaluated after performing 
two cycles of a braking operation in which a brake is applied 
once every 5CTC increment from 5C°C to 600'C. The criteria 
of evaluation are as follows: 

O: No crack is observed, A: Cracks are observed but 
are small (10 mm or less), X; Cracks are observed (10 :o 
30 mm) and XX: Large cracks are observed {3C mm or more) . 

The wear shown Table 1 was evaluated in a wear test 
using a dynamo tester. In the test, the wear when a brake 
is applied 10C0 times at each of temperatures 100 C C, 200~C, 
3 0 0 ~C and 4CQ T C was examined. The criteria of evaluation 
are as follows: 

O: 1.5 mm or less, A: 1.5 to 2,5 mm and X; 2.5 mm 
or more. 

It is found from the above Table 1 that the friction 
material formed by the mixing method according to the present 
invention has higher crack characteristics and wear 
properties than that formed by conventional mixing methods. 
To explain in detail, although the friction material of 
Example 4 and the friction material represented by 
Comparative Example 2 obtained by the conventional dry 



11 



mixing method have the same percentage compositions of raw 
material, it is found that there is a large difference in 
the performance between the both due to the difference in 
mixing method. The amount of the phenol resin contained in 
the friction material of Example 5 is greater than that cf 
the friction material of Comparative Example 2. This shows 
that a friction material having a superior performance can 
be obtained according to the present invention, even if the 
phenol resin is used in an amount equal to or greater than 
in the case cf the conventional dry mixing method. Also, 
comparing the friction materials of Examples 2 and 3 with 
the friction material of Comparative Example 1 produced by 
a wet mixing method shows that even if the proportion of the 
phenol resin is smaller (Example 2) or the same (Example 3) , 
more excellent characteristics are obtained in the case of 
the friction materials of Examples than in the case of the 
friction material (Comparative Example 1J obtained by the 
wet mixing method. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 - A process for producing a friction material containing 
a fiber component, a binder component and a filler component 
f rex raw materials cf a friction material through at leas;: 
a mixing step, a molding step and a heat-treating step, 
wherein the mixing of said raw materials in said mixing step 
is carried out by stirring and mixing the raw materials under 
heating in a dry system at a temperature where said binder 
is softened. 

2 . A process for producing a friction material according 
to Claim 1, wherein, in the mixing step, the raw materials 
are heated to a temperature net higher than the temperature 
ranging from a temperature where a reaction for curing a 
thermosetting resin which is the binder component does not 
t a .<e place to a temperature where the reaction takes place 
only little and not lower than the softening temperature cf 
the resin and mixed under pressure as required. 

3. A process for producing a friction material according 

to Claim 1, wherein the thermosetting resin is a phenol resin 

having a curing reaction-initiating temperature of 130 C C or 

more and a softening temperature cf 80 to 12CTC. 

4 - A. process for producing a friction material according 

to Claim 2, wherein the thermosetting resin is a phenol resin 

having a curing reaction-initiating temperature of 13CTC or 

more and a softening temperature of 80 to 120°C. 

5. A friction material comprising a fiber component, a 

binder component and a filler component wherein raw 
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materials for a friction material are stirred and mixed under 
heating in a dry system at a temperature where the binder 
is softened. 

6. A friction material according to Claim 5, wherein a 
thermoseit ing resin which is the thermosetting resin is a 
phenol resin having a curing reaction-initiating 
temperature of 130°C or more and a softening temperature of 

80 to 120X:. 



ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The present invention relates to a friction material 
and, in particular, provides a process for producing a 
friction material used in, for example, brakes of trucks, 
cars cr the like and also provides a friction material 
obtained by the process. The process for producing a 
friction material containing a fiber component, a binder 
component and a filler component from raw materials of a 
friction material through at least a mixing step, a molding 
step and a heat-treating step, wherein the nixing of the raw 
materials in the mixing step is carried out by stirring and 
mixing the raw materials under hearing in a dry system at 
a temperature where the binder is softened. 
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